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Kansas Book Festival will feature authors from Kansas and nationwide

The 14th annual Kansas Book Festival will occur Saturday, September 20 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., hosted by the Washburn University Library in Topeka. The festival welcomes prominent authors from all genres including nonfiction, fiction, picture books, young adult novels, and poetry. Attendees can enjoy panel presentations, music performances, food trucks, children’s activities, and exhibitor tents with publishers from around the region. 
The headliner for 2025 is Bill Kurtis. A Kansas native, Kurtis launched his journalism career in Topeka covering the 1966 tornado, famously delivering the iconic line, “For God’s sake, take cover.” He went on to become a nationally known broadcaster, reporting on major events from the Vietnam War to the Chicago Seven trial. His new memoir, Whirlwind, reflects on his remarkable life in journalism.
Several notable authors will also join the festival lineup. Lesa Cline-Ransome, acclaimed for One Big Open Sky, writes award-winning children’s books that celebrate African American history and culture. Kevin Young, The New Yorker poetry editor and former director of the National Museum of African American History and Culture, will share poems from his brand-new collection Night Watch.
The festival features a wide range of storytellers with compelling voices. Kansas Poet Laureate Traci Brimhall will share from her acclaimed poetry collection Love Prodigal. Suspense novelist Bryn Greenwood will discuss her gripping novel Nobody Knows You’re Here. Prize-winning picture book author Bess Kalb, whose story about a vain young buffalo won the 2025 Bill Martin Jr. Picture Book Award, will talk about using humor in children’s books. Marian Washington, known as the “Jackie Robinson of collegiate women’s basketball coaching,” will reflect on her 31-year career coaching KU women’s basketball and share stories from her memoir FIERCE: My Fight For Nothing Less.
Parents and young attendees can look forward to a variety of engaging entertainment. The Children's Tent will feature hands-on activities hosted by the Kansas Children’s Discovery Center, the Mulvane Art Lab, and Friends of the Lawrence Public Library. After musicians such as the Wichita Blues singer Pat O’Connor and the Louisiana style duo Zydeco Tougeau, Kyler Carpenter will emcee youth performers on the main Festival stage. Children and teen authors will also be recognized at the Kansas Authors Club’s annual Youth Writing Awards, beginning at 2:00 PM.
The Kansas Book Festival is free and open to guests of all ages. Refer to the official Festival website for announcements of attending authors and other important details: https://www.kansasbookfestival.com. 	
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