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If I Could Change One of the State Symbols 

By: Tristen Cox 

Lakin Middle School 

3rd-5th Grade Division, 1st Place 

1st Congressional District 

 

The grunt and rustle of the whitetail deer echo through the forest. Like other 

animals, the whitetail deer is a very popular animal. Others are bigger than the whitetail 

deer. This is the smallest type of deer in North America. Their color is reddish brown in the 

summer, but in the winter, they are grayish brown. Their antlers shed in the winter. By 

summer, they will have new antlers. 

The whitetail deer is fast in lots of ways. In just one day, the whitetail deer antlers 

grow a full two inches. When frightened, or just running to run, they will bound thirty miles 

per hour. Many whitetail deer prefer woodland and bushes. Therefore, they eat vegetation 

and use it to communicate. To do this they rub their antlers on trees and bushes so it 

sharpens their antlers and tells other deer that the deer have been there by signs of broken 

twigs and sticks. This is called a rub. 

Generally, the whitetail deer like to live alone, but sometimes in small famines like 

winter they will graze in small groups in pastures that have not been snowed on. 

Surprisingly, their antlers are not used as weapons for safety. Their antlers are used to butt 

heads with another deer. This is a fight in romance. The deer fight for a female deer. 

Whoever wins gets the doe. They will mate soon after. They will almost never lose each 

other because they have eyesight and smell like a hound. Thus the natural life cycle begins 

with a fawn. If it grows up to be a male, it will fight for a female. If it grows up to be a 

female, it will watch the fawns that grew up to be a male fight. It will get the male that wins.  

I want to change the state animal to the whitetail deer because we don’t see buffalo 

anymore. I see whitetail deer a lot because I go hunting for deer in the winter. I haven’t 

seen a wild buffalo in years since they are so rare and hard to find. Whitetail deer are easier 

to find and are more populated throughout the western parts of the United States, such as 

Kansas. That’s why I want to change the state animal from the buffalo to the whitetail deer.  
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Kansas Writing Contest 

By: Makayla Woellhof 

Lakin Middle School 

3rd-5th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

1st Congressional District 

 

I think the Kansas state animal should be a deer. Why I think this because the deer is 

native to Kansas and if we made this our state animal we could keep the deer native to 

Kansas. 

Deer live not only in Kansas but from southern Canada through parts of the U.S. to 

parts of Mexico. The deer live in almost all 50 states. They eat many foods we have in 

Kansas. That will help them survive in Kansas. A way to identify the deer are to look for an 

almond brown animal that has long legs and that the animal may run away from you. This 

is because the deer are extremely timid. 

If the deer were Kansas’s state animal then they would already be adapted to our 

surroundings. This is because they are excellent jumpers. They are excellent jumpers 

because of their long legs. The amazing sight and smell of the deer also helps them survive. 

Deer need to run and jump over obstacles to survive.  

The food they eat including corn, grass, fruit, bark, berries and nuts all grow in 

Kansas. Deer don’t need much water which helps since there is not much water in Kansas. 

Kansas has a gargantuan amount of grass which is one of the foods deer eat. Foods the deer 

eat are in Kansas I can assure you because I have seen them many times. 

The behavior of the deer is when they sense danger they show the underside of 

their tail. During mating season male deer called bucks fight for a female deer called a doe. 

Bucks use antlers located on their head when they fight. Deer run as fast as 30 miles per 

hour which will help them survive.  

Deer should be Kansas’s state animal because they have been roaming the plains for 

many years. Large deer are called stags. Baby deer are called foals and female deer are 

called a doe. A male deer is called a buck and a group of deer is called a herd. They are part 

of the cervidae family which include moose, elk, reindeer and others.  
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I hope to change the buffalo to the deer because the deer have lived in Kansas as 

long as the buffalo has. The deer is also much more majestic than the buffalo. Deer need to 

be the state animal because the buffalo is not in Kansas anymore they are in Wyoming and 

other places. If the animal is not in the state it should not be the state animal. Changing the 

state animal to the deer would be a great idea.  
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Untitled 

By: Nathan Voos 

Sabetha Elementary 

3rd-5th Grade Division, 1st Place 

2nd Congressional District 

 

When I saw the Kansas Book Festival contest about changing a current state symbol, 

I was very excited to write an essay. First, I looked up all the present symbols of Kansas. 

Then, I decided to research more about our existing state insect, the European Honey Bee, 

and learn more about other insects in Kansas. I got a copy of the book Insects in Kansas, 

published by the Kansas Department of Agriculture, from the local library to help me find 

out more about different helpful insects in Kansas who might make better choices for our 

state symbol. There were several helpful insects that would have been good choices, but in 

the end, there was one who was better than all the others. I would like to change the state 

insect from the European Honey Bee to the Carolina Mantid because several other states 

have the European Honey Bee as their insect, the Carolina Mantid is a native insect to 

Kansas and the European Honey Bee is not, and the Carolina Mantid is known as a 

“gardener’s best friend.”  

 The European Honey Bee is not the best state insect for several reasons. In the 

“Honeybee” article on Kansapedia, they mentioned that the Kansas House Bill 2236 stated, 

“Colonists are believed to have brought bees from England to Virginia Colony in 1622 and 

pioneers migrating west are known to have carried beehives with them” (Kansas Historical 

Society). Since the European Honey Bee was brought to Kansas, it is not native, and that is 

one reason it is not the best choice for our state insect. In addition to the European Honey 

Bee not being a native insect to Kansas, there are also 16 other states that have the 

European Honey Bee as their state insect. Since so many other states have the Honey Bee as 

their state insect, that means that the European Honey Bee is not only special to Kansas but 

to many other states, including Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and 

Tennessee (State Symbols USA). This is why I believe Kansas should pick another insect for 

their state symbol. 
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 The Carolina Mantid would be a better choice for the Kansas state insect for several 

reasons. Currently there is only one other state that has the Carolina Mantid as their state 

insect (South Carolina). Also, the Carolina Mantid is a native species to Kansas. The Carolina 

Mantid is very helpful because it helps control other pests, such as flies, moths, and 

crickets, that are harmful to crops and gardens and is known as “a gardener’s best friend” 

according to the article “The Praying Mantid is the Gardener's Best Friend” by Nathan 

Jackson, the owner of Nature’s Control and Ladybug Indoor Gardens. Jackson explains, 

“Your garden buddy is content to sit and spend time with you while you work, waiting and 

watching. You might start to wonder what he could gain from this friendship. While you 

ponder this, a grasshopper lands on a nearby leaf and is instantly snatched and eaten by 

your garden buddy. As he enjoys his meal, it almost looks like he winked at you. It seems 

this relationship is mutually beneficial.” This shows that Carolina Mantids are completely 

harmless to people and very helpful to gardens. In the book Insects in Kansas, they added 

that, “They are interesting, harmless to people, and should not be destroyed” (79).  They 

also stated, “The Carolina mantid makes an interesting pet but requires live insects, such as 

flies, for food” (80). Though most people might not choose bugs as pets, the Carolina 

Mantid would be a great friend to all Kansans who have plants, crops, and gardens.  

 

For many reasons including the fact that several other states have the European 

Honey Bee as their insect, the Carolina Mantid is a native insect to Kansas though the 

European Honey Bee is not, and the Carolina Mantid is known to be a “gardener’s best 

friend,” the Carolina Mantid would be a better state insect in Kansas. 

**Author’s note: Sometimes insects names appear as one word, for example,  Honeybee, 

and other times they show up as two words, Honey Bee, but since entomologists (people 

who study insects) usually use two words when talking about insect’s names, I have also 

done that in my essay. 
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Untitled 

By: Hannah Loub 

Frank Bergman Elementary, Manhattan 

3rd-5th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

2nd Congressional District 

 

If I were to change one of the state symbols, I would change the state amphibian to 

state superhero. The reason I would get rid of the state amphibian is because it is one of the 

lesser known symbols. Obviously, our state superhero would be Superman. He would be a 

great state symbol because he was raised in Kansa, he is loyal, has a strong sense of justice, 

honor, and goodness. In a scene from the revent film Man of Steel, Superman is asked why 

he should be trusted he responds, “I grew up in Kansas.” 

The state superhero would be better because I think it would interest more people. 

It would also be inspirational! Not only that, but it would be easier to remember. For 

example: 

“Hey, what’s your state amphibian?” 

“Uh – I forgot.” 

“It don’t blame you. It’s so hard to remember! It has such a long name…” 

But if we had a state superhero… 

“Hey, what’s your state superhero?” 

“Oh, Superman. Pretty awesome, isn’t it?” 

Since a lot of people are familiar with superheroes (plus it is more exciting than 

amphibians) I think it would make a great substitute for the state amphibian. No offense to 

the barred tiger salamander. (FYI, I forgot, so I had to look up our state amphibian!) 
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Untitled 

By: Meghan Hayes 

Prairie Creek Elementary, Olathe, KS 

3rd-5th Grade Division, 1st Place 

3rd Congressional District 

 

If I could change one of the state symbols I would change the state bird. I have never seen 

the western meadowlark in person, and it can't be found everywhere in Kansas. I would change it to 

a red-tailed hawk. 

 There are many reasons why I would choose the red-tailed hawk. One of these reasons is in 

the civil war, in the battles between Missouri and Kansas, the Kansans were called the jayhawkers 

which is a mix between a red-tailed hawk and a blue jay. 

 Another reason I would choose the red-tailed hawk is they can be found all over Kansas. 

Here are some facts about them. They are a bird of prey. They weigh 1.52 to 3.53 pounds, and can 

get to be 43 to 57 inches long. They also display sexual dimorphism which means the females are 

larger in size than the males, to be exact, 25 percent bigger in size than the males. They feed on 

mostly rodents including mice, gophers, voles, chipmunks, ground squirrels and tree squirrels. 

Other prey includes shrews, bats, pigeons, quail, waterfowl, other raptors, reptiles, and fish. They 

are used in falconry. Falconry is using a bird of prey to hunt to catch small animals such as rabbits.  

 The next reason is that when I think of Kansas I think of freedom and when I think of 

freedom I think of flight. Flight is one of the many gifts of the red-tailed hawk. So I will tell you 

about flight. Flight is made up of four elements: weight, drag, thrust, and lift. First to get off the 

ground it flaps its wings creating thrust that gets it up in the air. When it is in the air the red-tailed 

hawk uses lift. The hawk spreads its wings and glides because the pressure under the wings is 

stronger than the pressure above the wings. Weight is a very important thing, but the bird's bones 

are hollow so are the feather shafts. Drag is air resistance, but the hawk has a very streamlined 

body. Streamlined means built to take on air resistance.  

 Also when I think of birds, I think of eggs. Now I will explain the process of how baby birds 

grow inside eggs. The first day only hours after it was fertilized, the baby develops critical organs 

like the brain and heart. It takes over two weeks for the chick to fully grow. Birds don't really have 

teeth, but a chick uses a hatching tooth to peck its way out of the egg shell.  

 The red-tailed hawks are one of God's amazing creatures. They are one of my favorite and 

my dad's favorite animals. When we're in the car we are always spotting red-tailed hawks. They 
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appear everywhere from fields to streetlamps we find them. I especially enjoy seeing them land on 

their nests with food in their beak. 

 If sometime in the future Kansas gets tired of having the western meadowlark as the state 

bird, my vote would be to change it to the red-tailed hawk.  
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Kansas Symbol 

By: Brynn McCormick 

Garden Plain Elementary 

3rd-5th Grade Division, 1st Place 

4th Congressional District 

 

Okay, I know our state grass is the Little Bluestem but, who pays attention to wild grass? I 

mean, no one depends on the Little Bluestem to survive! That’s why I propose wheat as our state 

grass...and yes, wheat is a grass. Wheat should be our state grass because of the following reasons: 

 We need people to take care for our wheat right? Well, “wheat care” creates jobs. Wheat 

can’t cut, water, or plant itself can it? Well, that’s when you put the HELP WANTED sign in the 

window. Over 63,000 farmers plant wheat, so there is plenty of farming jobs open for you! Wheat is 

also a large cash crop for our state. It can be used for many things like bread, bagels, flour, (which 

can be used for muffins, cupcakes, pies, cookies, etc.,) crackers, rolls, and biscuits; YUM!!!!! Who 

doesn’t want to devourer all that good stuff? Am I right? 

Wheat is the ancient grass that changed the world greatly. People have been planting this 

crop for thousands of years! It has fed human beings for a very long time. So, if you think about it, 

wheat is very essential to the planet. Even in the British Museum, there is a loaf of baked bread 

from Egyptian times (over 5,000 years ago). So, if you are wanting a state symbol, that has a lot of 

good history, then you probably want to vote wheat as a new state symbol. 

Wheat is one of the most healthy things to eat on our Earth. It is also a very important part 

to humanity’s diet; It’s an important part of our everyday lives. It keeps us healthy because wheat 

has no fat, cholesterol, or sodium. This crop is also a good source of Dietary Fiber plus, a very good 

source of Manganese and Selenium. Wheat’s benefit for us is that it lowers the risks of having heart 

diseases, diabetes, obesity, and Type 2 diabetes. It also regulates blood glucose levels in diabetic 

people. Wheat can also provide you with good energy due to all the parts of the grain, including the 

bran and germs of the plant. This grain can be especially be good for you if you eat whole-wheat 

bread because it can give you the vitamins (vitamin B, vitamin C, and iron) that we need every day. 

According to Whole Grains 101 they say people who eat three daily servings of whole grains have 

been shown to reduce their risk of heart disease by 25-36%, stroke by 37%, Type II diabetes by 21-

27%, digestive system cancers by 21-43%, and hormone-related cancers by 10-40%. So wheat is 

pretty fantastic, right?  
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In conclusion, we should change our state grass, the Little Bluestem, to wheat. Wheat is very 

important to human health, world history, and total deliciousness!! If you agree to make wheat our 

new state grass, then I promise that Kansans will shout “hallelujah” into the dry prairie skies over 

the golden wheat fields into the gleaming sunsets. 
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Changing One of Kansas’ State Symbols 

By: Claire Russell 

St. Jude Catholic School, Wichita 

3rd-5th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

4th Congressional District 

 

If I could change one of Kansas’ state symbols, I would choose to change our state bird, the 

western meadowlark, to the wild turkey. I chose the wild turkey because it is a common bird to 

Kansas and seen quite often. Wild turkeys are smart and intelligent. Hunters like to hunt wild 

turkeys to eat for food and they can also store them for later. There is even a Kansas Governor’s One 

Shot Turkey Hunt.  Some people in Kansas raise them for a living and sell them to make money. 

Benjamin Franklin wanted the wild turkey to be our National Bird, which I think is a very 

interesting fact. Wild turkeys are good for our environment because some things they eat are pests 

we do not care for, such as: insects, snails, small lizards, small frogs, and very small snakes.  They 

also eat grasses, flowers, seeds, fruits, clovers, nuts, and other vegetation. I like wild turkeys 

because they make interesting gobbling noises that are fun to imitate.  You can always hear when 

they are around. I also like them because they look neat and cool with their many types of colors 

and patterns on their feathers.  These are all the reasons why I think the wild turkey would make a 

great Kansas state bird. 
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Untitled 

By: Audrey Durst 

Homeschooled, Lebo 

6th-8th Grade Division, 1st Place 

2nd Congressional District 

 

I’ve lived in Kansas all my life and have learned all of the state symbols. I especially like the 

state song, Home on the Range. However, when I heard of the theme for the Kansa Book Festival 

Writing Contest, I decided the state song should be changed. 

The current state song is Home on the Range. It should be changed because of the lyrics. 

Home on the Range once depicted life in Kansas. The first line of the song says “Oh, Give me a home 

where the buffalo roam, where the deer and the antelope play.” While tens of millions of buffalo 

once roamed native prairie, buffalo hunting in the late 1800s nearly wiped them out. With the 

expansion of the railroad, white men slaughtered buffalo for sport. Through buffalo have recently 

been reintroduced to Kansas, they are not free to roam. This is because the once open prairies in 

Kansas are now settled. Urban sprawl and cropland now cover regions that were once the buffalo’s 

home. There are still many deer playing in Kansas, but not as many wild antelope as there once 

were. 

The second line of Home on the Range states, “Where seldom is heard a discouraging word, 

and the skies are not cloudy all day.” The first Kansas settlers were excited about moving west to 

claim their 160 acres of land. When they arrived in Kansas, they realized they would have to build 

sod houses since there weren’t many trees. Sometimes there were no hills to dig dugouts into. Long 

droughts made food production difficult. There were also hostile Native Americans and diseases to 

worry about. It was lonely on the prairies. Discouraging words were most likely uttered by these 

first settlers who encountered hardships. During the Dust Bowl clouds of dust choked out life. 

People lost their farms, livestock, and even loved ones. Some were driven past the point of 

discouraging words to depression and despair. Many left Kansas. Even today, discouraging words 

can be heard surrounding the topics of politics and weather. In Kansas politics Democrats and 

Republicans rarely see eye to eye. Kansas skies are often cloudy all day making Kansas bleak and 

gloomy. If skies are not cloudy all day Kansas is often too hot and too dry. 

My suggestion for a new state song is I Live in Kansas by Jackie Silberg, a Kansas native. The 

chorus states, “I live in Kansas, my home is Kansas, it’s the state in the west where the people are 

the best.” In my opinion, Kansans are the best people. Descendants of early homesteaders still 
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exhibit a hearty work-ethic which enables Kansas farmers to produce crops which feed the nation. 

Decades of immigration have showsn Kansans to be hospitable and kind, welcoming newcomers 

into their midst. The second stanza of the chorus is “I’m a jayhawker through and through.” Being a 

Jayhawker means you were born in Kansas. Most Jayhawkers I know are proud to be from Kansas 

and enjoy expressing that heritage. 

The verse of the song states, “Cottonwood trees blowing in the breeze, listen to the 

meadowlark’s song. Waving wheat smelling oh-so-sweet, sunflowers tall and strong.” This part of 

the song talks about the state symbols of Kansas. Cottonwood tress grow along the banks of the 

many creeks, rivers, ponds and lakes in Kansas. On a breezy day in the summer, cottonwood fluff 

can blanket the ground like snow in January. There is an abundance of Western Meadowlarks 

across the state. When in the country one can hear their distinct call. While driving across Kansas 

one can see them along roadsides or fence lines. Kansas produces an average of 336 million bushels 

of wheat a year, making it one of the largest wheat producers in the country Golden fields of wheat 

flow like waves of the sea throughout the state. Sunflowers are the state flower and are pretty. 

Their tall, strong stalks support a head of seeds, providing food for many hungry birds. One can see 

them in fields, gardens or growing wild in native prairies. I enjoy this verse because each item 

represents the state and is commonly found in Kansas today. 

Though I love and appreciate Home on the Range, it no longer accurately portrays life in 

Kansas. Time has changed Kansas so that buffalo no longer roam free. The idea that discouraging 

words are seldom heard is overly optimistic and Kansas’ skies are unpredictable. The ideas in the 

song I Live in Kansas better represent modern Kansas more accurately than the current state song. 
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Changing Our History 

By: Brogan Thomas 

Westridge Middle School, Overland Park 

6th-8th Grade Division, 1st Place 

3rd Congressional District 

 

It is unimaginable that there need be a thing to change about our state. Kansas is a place of 

beauty and free spirit, and changing one of the symbols doesn't seem necessary at first thought. In 

fact, the more I thought about it, the more I doubted I would get past the title. But once you give 

anything enough perspectives, nothing is perfect. There will always be something to change.   

If there was one Kansas symbol I would change, it would be the animal. The Kansas Bison. I 

know that the bison is a fairly well-fitting animal, with it providing many resources, but I do not 

hold the belief that the bison is the perfect animal to represent us as a state. The bison are the 

hunted. Their lives are taken for other's gain. I think that this fact shows a sign of weakness, of 

falling prey to the unknown. And if there is one thing that Kansas is not, it's weak. It is a state of 

freedom and will. A state of adventure and running free. People think of Kansas and they imagine a 

scene of open land and freedom at every corner, which is not well represented by the plump and 

hairy buffalo constantly in hiding from the many predators hunting them.  

For these reasons and more, I would change the state animal to a horse. The horse is a 

beautiful creature, a creature that is not hunted nor limited. They run free, and their hair flows in 

thick locks behind them as they dash past the boundaries. Unlike the bison, when they are seen they 

aren't seen as food or a new belt, they are seen as a friend. Horses are treated as if they were human 

as well, which I think is an important moral. The equalization of all beings is something we should 

live by. This really shows what Kansas is about and what its' inhabitants are like. We are ones to 

think fairly and show kindness to all, and it remains hard to portray this special quality when our 

animal is always suffering the dangers that come from us.   

Another reason that the horse is the perfect creature to represent Kansas is the fact that horses are 

some of the hardest working animals out there. While the bison sit in the sun and graze the land, 

horses are busy putting energy into training for competitions and assisting us by being a source of 

both transport and enjoyment. One of the biggest features Kansas has is all of its' farmers. There are 

farmers everywhere constantly working to better our society, and what animal better to portray 

these skills more than the determined horse.  
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I am not saying that history can be unwritten, because I am well aware it cannot. I know 

that the animal could never be changed. It is clear that we are not the type to undo the traditions 

from the past. But I would like to make it known that we are not the type of state to sit around, 

waiting to become prey. We have open minds and free hearts. Our future is bright, and only good 

lies ahead. I want people to, when they think of our marvelous state, to think of the horse.  
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The Common Nighthawk 

By: Lily Kuhn 

Spring Hill Middle School 

6th-8th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

3rd Congressional District 

 

 State symbols are meant to represent their state.  They are supposed to say something, to 

create a statement.  What does the meadowlark say for Kansas?  Our state is unique, a rarity, and 

our state bird should express those qualities, and represent what our state is about.  We welcome 

people with open arms- we are where people from across the country stop and mix.  One bird that 

manages to encapsulate these characteristics is the common nighthawk.  

 The meadowlark, our beloved bird with vivid yellow undersides the color of the sun, is the 

state bird for six states: Montana, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oregon, and Wyoming.  There is 

only one bird with more states than that; the northern cardinal, with seven.  Kansas is where birds 

from the west meet birds from the east; where people from the west meet people from the east; and 

we need a bird that can capture our feeling of wholeness, that centrality to the United States of 

America. 

 The common nighthawk is a nocturnal bird that can be found on warm summer evenings 

flying overhead, with their graceful loops and electric, nasally peent calls, and it should be our new 

state bird.  They are best seen in the dawn and dusk, flashing the white patch on each 

wing.  Common nighthawks’ natural habitat are grasslands and forests, but they can live in rural or 

urban areas. This is very symbolic of how Kansans can live in cities or smaller towns, and how 

Kansas still has grasslands, farms, and prairies, but is also urbanized.  

 Many citizens of Kansas are descended from migrants from across the world.  People settled 

in Kansas for a new life, and common nighthawks settle down for the summer here, along with 

across the continental United States. 

 Another reason that the common nighthawk should be the new Kansas bird is because of 

the length of their migrations, because of which they travel across North and South America, just 

like how Kansas is where people from across North and South America meet.  It has one of the 

largest migratory patterns of North American birds.  Common nighthawks breed in most of Canada 

and south into most of the U.S.A., except for Hawaii, while they winter in South America.  A common 

nighthawk is well-traveled when it comes to the Americas, similar to how Kansas is in the middle of 

the U.S.A., a place where people from all over  meet, the common nighthawks do just the same. 
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 Just imagine the common nighthawk soaring over the Flint Hills.  The white patches on their 

wings would flash in the sun like the exposed rock.  The endless sky would hang overhead, the 

clouds floating like cotton candy and the sky the color of robin eggs.  Underneath, the ground would 

roll like an emerald sea.  This is an image owned only to Kansas and the common nighthawk, and 

we would be lucky to ever glimpse it. 

 The common nighthawk is as wonderfully unique and beautiful as Kansas, and that is why it 

should be Kansas’ new state bird.  It is a special bird, a one of a kind, exactly like our beloved home 

state.  The common nighthawk, a beautifully speckled brown and white bird with white patches, is a 

perfect match for Kansas.  They share key characteristics that makes one wonder why they haven’t 

already changed our state bird to the common nighthawk. 
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Wheat 

By: Sabrina Veith 

Cheney Middle School 

6th-8th Grade Division, 1st Place 

4th Congressional District 

 

If Kansas has been the leading wheat producer in the country, then why is wheat not a 

Kansas state crop? I think a state crop, wheat, should be added to the list of Kansas’ state symbols. 

At the very least, the state grass should be changed to wheat. 

 Why? Wheat is very important to Kansas and Kansas wheat is very important to the world. 

If you took all the wheat Kansas produced in one year, you could feed the entire world for 2 weeks 

according to wheatworld.org. Kansas has also been in the top 2 wheat producing states for many 

years. 

 Kansas is referred to as the Wheat State and Garden of the West.  We have been in the top 

10 agricultural states for many years according to stuffaboutstates.com, not to mention about 10.8 

billion tons of wheat produced a year.  

Kansas has been involved with wheat for many years. Not only has there been records of wheat 

growth since 1839, over 40 different types of wheat are grown here according to wheatmania.com. 

 Not just physically, but also emotionally, wheat is also a huge part of Kansas. Wheat has 

been the cause of many jobs and memories in Kansas. Personally, one of my earliest memories has 

been playing baseball in the wheat with my brothers. Most Kansans live fairly close to some type of 

agriculture growing and many times, this is wheat.  

 It isn’t farfetched to add a state symbol. Many have been added recently such as the Official 

Gold Festival and cat of North Carolina, Alaska’s state hostess, the children flower of Connecticut, 

and many more have been added this year. If Kansas added a state fossil last year, why can’t we 

have a state crop? 

 This is why I think the top wheat producing state, Kansas, should create a State Crop and 

make it wheat. 
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A Dusty Mess 

By: Gavin Beesley 

Conway Springs Middle School 

6th-8th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

4th Congressional District 

 

The current state bird of Kansas is the western meadowlark and I would like to change this 

to the male ring necked pheasant. There are many interesting facts about this bird which I will 

share with you in hopes of convincing you that this should be our new state bird.  

Here are some interesting facts about the male ring necked pheasant. These majestic birds 

are from China and Eastern Asia but have been successfully introduced into Northern America. In 

North America the male ring necked pheasant has bright blues, greens, reds, and have a white neck 

hence the name. Unlike the males the female pheasants are mainly brown and puffy but both sexes 

have distinctive pointed tails. Also male pheasants known as “cocks” pick a mate settle down, then 

they defend their turf which can be very tough and lead to aggressive battles. These battles don’t 

just happen in our back yards they happen in grasslands or low wooded areas that the female 

pheasant choose for roosting. The female chooses her roosting area and lays about one dozen eggs 

that she alone raises with very little help from her mate. Baby pheasants stay with their mother for 

six or seven weeks then they leave. Many baby pheasants do not get the chance to grow up, sadly 

because most of them are killed in the nest by animal predators or farmers who do not know that 

the eggs are there while mowing or doing other farm work. 

Pheasants prefer to eat berries, insects, and small animals. In autumn, the pheasants find 

other pheasants and make flocks to be with until spring. One last fact about the beautiful majestic 

bird native to China is that they are fast runners and prefer to run from trouble but can and will 

take a short noisy takeoff and fly away from dangers on the ground. 

Here are a few reasons I personally want the male ring neck pheasant to be the state 

bird.  Pheasants are a common bird in Kansas. Sometimes the population of pheasants changes 

depending on rainfall, crops, and predators. Another reason is that pheasants are a popular game 

bird which means that it is popular to hunt. Pheasant season is from November fourteenth to 

January thirty first. Also people can raise these birds on pheasant farms and have people pay to go 

on guided hunts. This is a very good source of income for pheasant lovers and hunters alike. Next I 

would like to say that pheasant feathers are also useful. These HUGE tail feathers are great for 

decoration and can be sold for a couple dollars apiece to people who make crafts. 
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Finally, the pheasant is a beautiful bird and is just an all-around cool bird in my opinion. 

 

I want to change the Kansas state bird to the ring necked pheasant because it is popular, 

cool, beautiful, it can be a source of food, used for sport, and can be a source of income for small 

game hunting businesses. 
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Bring Some Blue to Kansas’s State Bird 

By: Kara Nixon 

Pratt High School 

9th-12th Grade Division, 1st Place 

1st Congressional District 

 

Since 1937, the state bird of Kansas has remained the Western Meadowlark. This yellow-

bellied songbird has served this state well for over seventy years; however, when asked to change a 

state symbol, I immediately knew there could definitely be a better bird for Kansas. The Eastern 

Bluebird would be superior state bird for the advancing state of Kansas because it is wholly more 

unique, increasingly endangered, and entirely more preferable than the Western Meadowlark. 

 The Eastern Bluebird can be observed throughout Kansas in open areas such as parks or 

fields. This stunning bird’s call is very recognizable, considering it is a sweet, musical warble. One of 

the unique characteristics of the Eastern Bluebird is its nesting habits. Their nesting season begins 

in the early spring, and due to destruction of this peaceful bird’s natural habitat, citizens are 

encouraged to establish nesting boxes for the fliers. This is a win-win situation for both the owner 

and bird, as the sight of a bluebird family could warm any heart. The Eastern Bluebird surpasses the 

Western Meadowlark in uniqueness, considering the fact that six states share the Western 

Meadowlark as their state bird, including Kansas, while the Eastern Bluebird reigns in only two 

states.   

 Due to several factors, the Eastern Bluebird’s population has been declining since the early 

1900’s in the United States. The most outstanding factor of endangerment remains a lack of nesting 

sites and snag material that the birds use to build nests. However, these dangers are completely 

amendable. By building nesting boxes and placing them in semi-open areas with scattered trees, 

Kansas can help improve the chance of more Eastern Bluebirds in Kansas. Other causes to the birds 

decline include increasing amounts of predators, more usage of pesticides, and substantial growth 

in highway traffic. 

 Finally, the Eastern Bluebird is more preferable to the Western Meadowlark because of 

their friendliness, melodic singing, and easily-constructed habitats. These bright birds can easily be 

attracted to your own backyard by placing a bluebird house along with mealworms or dried fruit in 

a bird feeder. The bluebird’s enjoyable song can often be heard in the morning while they are out 

hunting for their babies. 
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As you can see, the Eastern Bluebird is highly superior to the Western Meadowlark. 

Considering its uniqueness, endangerment, and beauty, this bird’s grace and stability would 

represent this state well. If the state bird of Kansas was changed to the Eastern Bluebird, there 

could be a dramatic improvement in their population and livelihood.  
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Kansas Symbols 

By: Halle Helfrich 

Pratt High School 

9th-12th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

1st Congressional District 

 

One of the many popular state symbols of Kansas is the Buffalo on the Kansas quarter, but the 

Kansas quarter should be changed to better represent Kansas’ history and heritage.  I would put a 

limestone post rock as the main feature, with a little bit of barbed wire attached to it.  Off to the side a 

little, I would add some native grass growing.  The caption would be, “The Free State.”   

The limestone rock was commonly used on fences and would accurately show the use of natural 

things in our life.  The farming life is often associated with Kansas and needs to be represented in our 

quarter.  Farming was the main occupation in Kansas and is a reason we are ‘The Wheat State.’   

The barbed wire also represents the farming portion of the Kansan life and helps associate the 

rock with fencing.  The way the wire will be broken displays how it is an old custom that has been 

changed.  We need to remember the way Kansas has been full of farmers and cattle since it was settled 

in the 1800’s.  

The native grass will show the way the land was free and just being settled.  People weren’t 

everywhere and it was not crowded.  People in Kansas could roam free and do as they pleased, just as 

the grass did.   

The caption, ‘The Free State,’ would represent the way Kansas chose to be a free state.  It is 

something to be proud of and admired.  The caption will tie everything on the quarter together and 

make all the symbols have the same ultimate goal.  ‘The Free State’ is a title worth flaunting and 

reminds us of a very important part of our history.   

The quarter should show the way Kansans lived and worked together to make us what we are 

today.  We worked hard with farming and living with the heat in the summer.  Kansans should be proud 

of what they are and how their ancestors lived.   
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Cottonwood to Weeping Willow 

By: Kayla LeDuc 

Washburn Rural High School, Topeka 

9th-12th Grade Division, 1st Place 

2nd Congressional District 

 

“The freshness of the green grass so soft and mellow, 

Underneath the willow tree, loudly I bellow, 

Yawning as I lay my head upon the grassy pillow, 

Loving God’s special tree, the tall weeping willow.” 

                                                          -Mae Stein 

The above passage is the last stanza of a poem named “God’s weeping willow tree”. There 

are several things about this poem that I enjoy, but maybe the greatest of all is the sense of 

protection and relaxation you feel when reading the poem. When it talks about the ‘grassy pillow’ 

or ‘soft and mellow’ it creates such a calming environment. If you simply read the words soft and 

smooth, close your eyes, and imagine being there many feel at peace. The willow tree generally 

gives this feel to people, that is probably why it is one of the most common and demanded trees in 

the world. The willow tree would be a good Kansas symbol because it would symbolize beauty, 

strength , and protection. 

 Our state’s current tree is the cottonwood tree. It was chosen because it is very common in 

Kansas. However this is not a valid reason. It has no symbolic meaning or story of our history. It 

simply was chosen because it was common. Another reason it should not be our state tree is 

because many people have allergies or breathing problems due to the tree. The cotton produced 

from the cottonwood causes many people to be stuffed up or congested; this is a huge reason why 

many people don’t enjoy the outdoors in Kansas. Our state tree should not be a tree that makes half 

of the people in the world feel bad. The weeping willow however, does not have many conflicts with 

allergies. In fact there is an abundant milky sap produced by the tree, which contains salicylic acid. 

In 1763 a British minister named Edward Stone conducted experiments on this substance and 

found it to be good for healing. It wasn’t until 1897 that the medicine was widely used after a 

chemist named Felix Hoffman created a synthetic version which became the first aspirin.  
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 The definition of the word weeping is to shed tears or an emotion involving tears. The 

willow tree is named this because it appears to be crying or weeping, this is why in many paintings 

from the Victorian age it is used as a symbol of death and mourning. In 1854 our state acquired the 

name ‘bleeding Kansas’ due to the amount of violence and deaths cause by outbreaks. The out 

breaks occurred because Kansas was to be voted as a slave or Free State during the civil war. Many 

people had very strong views as to what the outcome of our state should be. Because of this many 

died in the process of deciding and many more were injured. However, out of our troubles we 

became stronger, this is stated in our state motto “ad Astra per aspera” which translates to “To the 

stars through difficulties”. The weeping willow is a perfect symbol for this and our states history 

because despite the appearance of it weeping, many use it for comfort and shade and a sense of 

protection.  

 The weeping willow would be a great symbol for our state because it is strong yet sad and is 

used for healing instead of creating problems. It is also one of the most wanted trees in Kansas 

because of the shade and protection it provides. The willow comforts when we are weak and 

relaxes when we are stressed. The willow is a perfect symbol for beauty, strength, and protection.  
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Untitled 

By: Marcail Wolfgang 

Nemaha Central High School, Seneca 

9th-12th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

2nd Congressional District 

 

The European honeybee it seems like a perfect fit, yet something tells me it needs to be 

changed. Many other states have already claimed the European honeybee as their state insect, and 

while it’s a great insect for everybody. I don’t think that insect describes the beauty of Kansas. 

Kansas is a state like no other and deserves to have a special insect—one that reflects Kansas 

through and through. Kansas is unique and we need an insect that is going to reflect Kansas’s 

natural beauty. I have chosen the monarch butterfly to be the new insect of Kansas. 

 They are only seen through Kansas during the fall migration, though not seen regularly 

through Kansas because they are migratory insects. They best enjoy the cool weather and resting 

on a cottonwood trees. These creatures should be recognized because they create what is known as 

Kansa’s fall. With beautiful maples present in the fall and golden wheat pastures in the summer. The 

Creature only enhances the beauty in Kansas making it an enchanting, and beautiful place to live.  

These creatures best describe the beauty in Kansas. Her rich orange wings remind us of the 

reddish-orange colors of the trees in Kansa’s fall. All the trees glow with this beauty. Some are very 

bright orange and some very red. By the color of their wings they also show the marigolds blooming 

in summer with their bright orange face. No one can compare to the beauty of Kansas. It is 

completely unique and the best insect to describe that is the Monarch butterfly.  

 I believe that the Monarch butterfly better describes our weather and climate change as the 

butterfly can be fragile so is the states weather. One slight mess up in the balance of things and you 

can have a rainstorm in the hot summer day or an unplanned snow in the beginning of December. 

Kansa’s weather system has proven to be delicate as there are multiple tornado sightings in the 

summer. It does not take much to ruin the balance of things. Easily and briskly flapping their wings, 

fierce and harsh they move at a pace far greater than other insects. Yet they are soft and fragile as 

they sit, steady on a flower. Kansas can be harsh and brutal to be in sometimes, but yet at the same 

time be so peaceful and serene. The winters can be brutal in Kansas as the snow accumulates and 

snow storm after snowstorm, but every time one is over with it’s just quiet, peaceful and serene. 

The snow glistens under the morning sun with no disturbances but as for a small bird pecking at 

the tree. This is why the Monarch butterfly so easily fits.  
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 What I believe is most interesting about the insect and something I did not know is that the 

Monarch butterfly can produce a foul-tasting poison when predators arrive. This is true in some 

way of Kansas we can be nice and peaceful coexisting with others, but if you provoke us we will 

fight back and we will stick to our values. This is always something I have admired about Kansas 

and I believe this insect represents it. One of the major social issues of today is abortion. Kansas 

proudly stands very much against abortion. We are a very conservative people and do not believe 

killing a child before they are born. For the simple fact that one cannot kill a child that has not been 

born, because to them that child is an accident. That could be farther from the truth, as many 

conservatives believe. We strongly believe that God planned that child, so therefore he or she 

cannot be an accident. We stand firmly on this issue while others have changed what they believe, 

because of the changing culture. As Kansan’s we will fight for what we believe and what we know is 

right. We will not give in to what others tell us.  Being in Kansas and knowing that they don’t back 

down from a fight tells you that they are always trying to make Kansas a better state. 

This insect captivates a beautiful picture of Kansas so well and I believe this insect describes 

what it is like to live in Kansas. Here you are a part of a strong political system and beauty 

surrounds you everyday.  Though Kanas may seem insignificant to most it is a force that cannot be 

reckoned with. Exactly like the monarch butterfly. I hope to see the insect changed because I think 

this insect better suits Kansas as a state than the honeybee. We are unique and our natural beauty is 

nothing you can compare to any other state.  
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The Cottonweed 

By: Rob Nickel 

Blue Valley North High School, Overland Park 

9th-12th Grade Division, 1st Place 

3rd Congressional District 

 

In the middle of April, with the sun shining, I look out my window and see snow falling to 

the ground.  White fluff is swirling through the air.  These fluff balls cascade down from perhaps the 

largest cottonwood tree in the state, a mere ten yards from my bedroom.  For a good two to three 

months every spring, this towering tree pours its seeds all over our yard.  While most families rake 

leaves in the fall, when amber and golden leaves cover the ground and fill the gutters, my household 

does this in the beginning of May.  Instead of crunchy leaves, we clean out faux cotton from every 

nook and cranny.  A whole weekend is wasted. 

Sadly, Kansas has the problem of unoriginal state symbols.  There are six states that share 

the western meadowlark; four share the box turtle as the state reptile; three states use the bison as 

the state mammal; a whole seventeen have the honey bee as the state insect.  Nineteen states have 

blue flags with a symbol in the middle, Kansas’s sad distinction being the name of the state written 

below the symbol.  Our state has the same problem as Wyoming and Nebraska – all unfortunately 

burdened with the monstrous cottonwood.  Our proud plains state should not be represented by 

the problematic cottonwood, which is only wasting space as a state symbol.  Cottonwoods are 

worthless as lumber, annoying for their fake cottony seeds, and a disgrace to Kansas.  

Some states should have a state tree.  California has towering sequoias and Vermont has 

their maple trees.  South Carolina is so proud of palmettos that they appear on the flag.  Here in 

Kansas, we chose a tree just to fit in with the rest of the states.  When we chose the cottonwood, we 

joined the Wyoming and Nebraska in having saddest excuse for a symbol.  If we don’t have a typical 

state tree, we can be unique, which isn’t a bad thing.  All of our symbols copy that of another state 

so we fade into symbolic oblivion. 

One of the major failures of cottonwoods as a state symbol is that many communities ban 

them.  Cities and neighborhoods often stop them from being planted due to the abundance of 

worthless pollen and fuzz flying everywhere.  Both of these clog up pool plumbing, roof gutters, and 

rainwater drains.  Backlash from disgruntled neighbors against these trees has grown so fierce that 

legal action has been taken in hopes to outlaw this bothersome plant.  The state tree is one that 
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can’t be planted in many areas of the state.  Other than dandelions, cottonwoods are the biggest 

pest plant in the state. 

Making this nuisance a state symbol is akin to making smoking the state activity.  Neither is 

illegal; however, neither is beneficial for society.  Smoking has terrible consequences on the body as 

does the pollen from cottonwood trees.  Cottonwood pollen is one of the worst allergens in the 

Midwest, triggering sneezing and sniffling across the region.  Both smoking and the cottonwood 

tree take their toll economically.  Smoking leads to rising healthcare costs which affects everyone.  

Cottonwood trees are almost equally bad.  Their weak limbs can be so fragile that, during rain or 

snow, they break off and can cause damage to car windows and rooftops.  Even a tree’s useful 

purposes, lumber or fruits, aren’t applicable to cottonwoods.  Cottonwood wood is too weak to be 

used for furniture or structures, and it doesn’t split well for use as firewood.  As far as fruits are 

concerned, the cottonwood is worthless since it produces only mediocre flower buds and no fruits.  

There aren’t any real positives to the cottonwood. 

Why does Kansas need a state tree in the first place?  This land, the Great American Desert 

to pioneers, stretched for miles in every direction with only prairie grass.  The state seal contains a 

river, a farm, and some grassland, but not a single tree because that isn’t what we have here in 

Kansas.  Drive through the Flint Hills on a trip to Colorado – there isn’t a tree to be seen.  The 

Cimarron Grassland didn’t show a tree either.  We should consider Arbor Day “Earth Day Part II” 

because there are so few of them native to the area.  The Great Plains isn’t home to trees. 

With all of this in consideration, the state tree should be indiangrass.  Along with bluestem 

and switchgrass, indiangrass makes up the bulk of the American Prairie.  The most famous nature 

preserve in the state, the Flint Hills, is little more than rolling waves of prairie grass.  Some of the 

cutest tunneling rodents in the state are named after this green garden.    The University of Kansas 

has the proud tradition of waving the wheat after touchdowns imitating the wind blowing through 

the Midwestern savannah.  Kansas is synonymous with the prairie, yet we don’t acknowledge it as 

well as we should. Making the prominent indiangrass a symbol would embrace the true nature of 

the state. 

Another reason that the indiangrass should be revered is its nominal connection to Kansas.  

Various cities are labeled after native tries such as Shawnee, Olathe, and Wichita. Miami, Osage, and 

Wyandotte counties take their names from natives.  The state as a whole is named due to the 

nomadic Kansa tribe.  Our state capital of Topeka was originally a Kansa tribe’s word for “a good 

place to dig for potatoes,” though it is often and lovingly shortened to “a good place.”  As a state with 

a proud history, our state symbols should signify it. 
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Having indiangrass instead of a standard woody tree would be a true representation of 

Kansas’ history.  It would represent the Sioux and Kansa hunting buffalo and roaming freely.  It 

would represent the easy travel ranging from the Oregon and Santa Fe Trails to the Kansas Pacific 

Railway.  It would represent the famous cattle drives that culminated in Abilene or Dodge City.  It 

would represent the abundance of farmland that has supported farmers and the whole nation as 

America’s Breadbasket for centuries.  It would represent all the sunlight that allows sunflowers to 

grow in graceful numbers. 

Having the cottonwood as a state tree is a disgrace.  It spreads allergies and annoying 

cotton.  With indiangrass, Kansas can be reminded of its illustrious history, where everyone roamed 

freely, from Native Americans, to pioneers, to cowboys, to farmers.  Kansas is such a special land, it 

deserves a special symbol. 
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Of Dust and Dandelions 

By: Joanna Muglin 

Ninnescah Academy, Clearwater 

9th-12th Grade Division, 1st Place 

4th Congressional District 

 

 I could see my sister through the glass of the back door dragging herself up the porch steps. 

Something was wrong. She looked as if she was feeling something that a girl of her ten years should 

never have to feel. 

 She opened the door. 

 “Wind is dead!”  

 Her voice sounded choked and panicky as she delivered this piece of unexpected, horrible 

news. Her usually bright and sparkly hazel eyes were open wide without any trace of a sparkle. But 

those eyes stayed dry. The tears would come later, but for now, the shock of having lost so precious 

a pet as Wind held them back.  

 Wind was my sister’s pet bunny for less than a year. His death shocked all of us since he had 

been in perfect health up to that point. On that gloomy morning, she went out to the shed as usual 

to feed him and found him stretched out and lifeless. His ears were a strange shade of purple 

instead of the usual pink. Blood encrusted his little nose. We learned too late just how sensitive 

rabbits are to heat. Bunnies overheat very rapidly, and it is fatal unless there is a way for them to be 

cooled off quickly.    

 While he was alive, Wind gave mounds of joy to my sister as well as to the rest of my family. 

Even my dad started to love our little ball of snow-white fur that was always underfoot. Wind 

mostly stayed outside, but occasionally my sister would bring him in the house where he was 

trained to stay on the tile in the kitchen. He would race around the table legs and chairs, bounding 

over and under like he was racing through an obstacle course. And after his triumph, he would 

exultantly hop over to my sister’s lap to be petted and patted to his heart’s content. Whenever Wind 

laid little surprises for us on that tile floor, I would get pretty upset, but I couldn’t stay mad for long. 

Those twinkling, innocent, dark eyes looking up at me chased any anger away.  

 But Wind was just a bunny. Sooner or later, all pets die. All families go through the loss of 

someone that seems a part of the family. And even though losing a pet is not quite like losing an 

actual person, it still hurts to pick up and move on. In the same way, we as Kansans have had to pick 

up and move on to brighter times. Through tornadoes and severe thunderstorms; through drought 
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and crop shortage; through the great Dust Bowl of the 1930’s; when everything seemed gray and 

colorless, we moved on, searching for the colors of life that we longed to see. That is why I would 

replace Kansas’ state flower, the wild sunflower, with the dandelion. Both flowers have much in 

common, such as their color and shape, but I believe the dandelion possesses one quality that the 

wild sunflower doesn’t: persistence. Its persistent, bright burst of yellow exemplifies our same 

determination to find happiness in the gray days of life.  

 Contrary to common belief, dandelions are flowers, not weeds. We squash and uproot these 

flowers by the hundreds, dreading how they invade our lawns and gardens, but we never stop to 

think about the message that they bring. Could their sometimes annoying tendency to shoot up in 

unwanted places actually be a sign of their resolve to light up everything with their unique and 

vibrant dash of color? And, of course, who didn’t love dandelions as a kid? Their luminescent yellow 

made lovely bouquets, and their alternate form, the ball of white fluff, made even the grandest 

wishes come true.  

 Wind loved being outside in the clovers and dandelions. Somehow he seemed to know and 

appreciate their qualities. We placed a bouquet of dandelions on his little gray and dusty headstone. 

  



35 
 

A New State Bird 

By: Makenna Beesley 

Conway Springs High School 

9th-12th Grade Division, 2nd Place 

4th Congressional District 

 

February 13, 1925 

“Last month we discussed the fact that Kansas does not have a state bird. Last meeting, we 

discussed how we could choose a state bird, and the vote ended with letting our students choose. 

We will have an open discussion on what four birds to choose from. Any ideas?” 

“M-m-ma-maybe the bluejay c-c-could be one of the choices,” Thomas Greens stuttered.  

“The northern cardinal?” Robert Stonebraker asked.  

“What about the western meadowlark?” Mason Chartter suggested.  

“Or the bobwhite,” Nataline Krammer said timidly.  

“Or the black-billed cuckoo bird.” Jamie Black said.  

“Okay we have five choices to vote on. The bluejay, the northern cardinal, the western 

meadowlark, the bobwhite, and the black-billed cuckoo bird. Who votes for the bluejay?”  “The 

northern cardinal?”  “How about the western meadowlark?” “The bobwhite?”  “Finally, the black-

billed cuckoo bird?”  

The secretary tallied up the votes, and handed the paper to Jack.  

“It looks like the four choices for the children will be: the northern cardinal, the western 

meadowlark, the bluejay, and the bobwhite. I will be sending out the information on the voting 

tomorrow to all the schools in Kansas. Do I have a motion to adjourn the meeting?”  

“Mr. President, I move we adjourn the meeting,” said Caroline Kembern. 

“I s-se-second,” Thomas Greens said.  

“It has been moved and seconded that the meeting of the Kansas Audubon Society be 

adjourned. The next meeting will be Friday, March thirteenth, at three o’clock in the afternoon. You 

are dismissed,” president Jack Pemberly said. 

*  *  *  * 

“Alright class. Today we will be taking a vote on what you think our state bird should be. 

You have four choices. The western meadowlark, the northern cardinal, the bobwhite, or the 

bluejay.” The teacher wrote the choices on the blackboard and then passed out small, blank pieces 

of paper and a pencil to each student. “Write down on your paper which one you would like the 
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state bird to be. When you’re done, come up and put your vote in this box.” The teacher, Mrs. Kenin, 

set a small, square, wooden box on top of her desk and sat down. She watched each of her students 

write down their opinion and turn their vote into the box. As the students picked what the state 

bird should be, Mrs. Kenin wondered what the outcome of her students choices, and all the students 

choices in Kansas would be. 

*  *  *  * 

“The annual monthly meeting of the Kansas Audubon Society has been called to order on 

March thirteenth, at three o’clock. The first order of business is to report the progress of the voting. 

Vice President, Mr. Stonebraker, would you be so kind as to stand up front and address your fellow 

members of the Kansas Audubon Society of the state bird voting?”  

“Yes, Mr. President, I would love to. Good afternoon everybody. As of right now, most of the 

schools have sent in their votes, but there are still two weeks until the deadline. Now on to the 

birds.” 

The room became so quiet you could hear a pin drop.  

“The bobwhite is currently last with twenty-five thousand votes and the bluejay is in third 

with fifty thousand votes.”  

Robert Stonebraker paused as he looked up from his paper with the results. “The western 

meadowlark is in second, with one hundred thousand votes, and the northern cardinal is the 

current first place winner, with one hundred and twenty thousand votes.” Robert looked up from 

the report to see every member of the Kansas Audubon Society shocked at the outcome of the vote. 

After the last meeting, almost everyone Robert had talked to had thought that the western 

meadowlark would be the winning bird. He sat down, and the meeting continued, but what was 

really on everyone’s mind was the results of the state bird voting. All of the sudden, the meeting 

was coming to an end.  

“Do I have a motion to adjourn the meeting?” Jack asked. Robert Stonebraker stood up.  

“I move we adjourn the meeting.”  

“I second,” Nataline Krammer said quietly. 

“It has been moved and seconded that we adjourn the meeting. Because of the voting, we 

will be having a meeting in two weeks to announce the winner of our Kansas students’ vote on what 

our state bird should be. The next meeting will be Friday, March twenty-seventh, at three o’clock. 

You are all dismissed,” president Jack Pemberly stated. 

*  *  *  *  

“The meeting of the Kansas Audubon Society is now called to order on March twenty-

seventh, at three o’clock. You all know why this meeting was called, and I won’t put the results off 
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any longer. Mr. Stonebraker, if you would.” Jack Pemberly said. He sat down as Robert Stonebraker 

stood up and walked to the front of the room. 

“This is the moment we’ve all been waiting for. Well the bluejay ended last, with a total of 

fifty-four thousand votes. With a total of sixty-six thousand votes, the bobwhite ended in third. With 

a total of one hundred and twenty two thousand votes, the western meadowlark came in second, 

and the northern cardinal ended in first, with a total of one hundred and twenty-five thousand 

votes.” Mr. Stonebraker sat down. 

“Thank you Robert. Well I personally did not expect that turn of events. It looks like the 

northern cardinal is the most popular vote with our students. I will take this up with the Kansas 

legislature. It’s high time Kansas should have a state bird. The next meeting will be April thirteenth, 

at three o’clock. The meeting is adjourned and you are dismissed.” 

Everyone was abuzz and talking about the results. No one had thought the northern 

cardinal would win. 

June 25, 1937 

“The voting for the state bird of Kansas is now beginning. Your three choices are the 

northern cardinal, which is the bird that won first in the vote from our students, the western 

meadowlark, and the bobwhite, winning second and third respectively.” The forty senators chose 

which bird they thought the state bird should be on their ballots.  

President of the Kansas Audubon Society, Jack Pemberly, sat nervously as the votes were 

tallied. Robert Stonebraker, his vice president sat next to Jack, jiggling his left leg quickly, he was 

more nervous than Jack. “At least we finally got them to vote.” Mr. Pemberly whispered to Robert.  

“Yeah, twelve years of trying, and we are finally getting a state bird.” It is sad though that 

half of the original Kansas Audubon Society is now dead or no longer a member.” That, and most of 

the students that voted for the northern cardinal are no longer students.” Robert said.  

“But wouldn’t you like to be one of those students who get to tell their kids that they got to 

be a part of choosing the state bird?” Jack said. Senator Gerald Kirk returned to the meeting hall. 

“We have tallied the votes.  

“Here we go Rob.” 

“In third place, we have the bobwhite, with ten votes. With sixteen votes, and winning by 

only two votes, the new state bird of Kansas is…..the Northern Cardinal.” 

*  *  *  * 

“I would like to thank you for bringing this to the legislature, Jack, even though it took 

twelve years to do it. We really did need a state bird, and you and the Kansas Audubon Society 

helped us tremendously to get one.” Said Senator Daniel Preakner.  
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“Oh it’s my pleasure Senator. Though you will have to thank my Vice President, Mr. Robert 

Stonebraker here, because he’s the one who brought it up in the first place.” Jack Pemberly said.  

“Oh it’s nothing sir. I just noticed we didn’t have a state bird, yet we have a state flower. I 

also heard that we just recently acquired a state tree as well?” Robert Stonebraker said. 

“Yes, the eastern cottonwood was just passed last month. There is also discussions about 

determining a state animal as well. The American bison has been talked about quite a lot, and there 

is a very good chance that we will find it to be our state animal soon.”  

Reporters flocked around the men, asking questions about the new state bird.  

“The Northern Cardinal is a good choice because of their crimson plumage is brilliant and 

they sing dazzling songs. Cardinalis cardinalis feeds on seeds, insects, and fruit. They were prized as 

pets because of their plumage and songs, but it was banned in 1918 to keep one caged by the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Male cardinals are slightly larger than the females, with crimson feathers 

and a black face mask. The female cardinal is gray and brown with small flecks of crimson on the 

wing tips and the tail feathers and have a grey or black face mask that is less defined than the male 

cardinal’s. The Northern Cardinal can be seen from Maine to Texas, and in some parts of Canada. 

Please, no more questions.” 

The End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


